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GION WHICH GOD.GAVE 
MAN AND HIS DESCEND- 

ANTS, DOWN TO JESUS CHRIST. 

At the moment that God created the first 
man, he manifested himself to him, and made 
him distinctly comprehen all the relations in 
which he stood bound to himself: at this 
moment man was acquainted with all his 
duties to God, as the Supreme Being, as his 
Creator, as his absolute master, as his last 
end, and from whom alone he could hope for 
his ultimate happiness. God imprinted on his 
heart the idea of order, and in this idea, 
shewed him all his duties: this is not only 
proved by his own words, but it also is mani- 
fest to reason that God, being infinitely wise 
and just, found it expedient to grant unto man 
that portion of knowledge, which was indispen- 
sable for the discharge of those duties which 
Were laid upon him, and were inseparable from 
his nature; man being at all times, and in all 
circumstances, bound to those duties, it is 
certain that he must have had sufficient light 
ern him to discover them, and the means 
‘or complying with them: that is to-say, that 
in all times, it was possible for man to discov- 
er the existence of God, and his principal attri- 
butes; and from the certainty, that this 
portion of knowledge is attainable by every 
individual of the descendants of Adam, by 
the use of reason, when arrived at an age for 
it, we conclude the existence of a natural re- 

gion, that is, of a religion which was and is 

scoverable, by the light of reason alone, 
without the aid of Revelation. This discoy- 


ery must have led man to the adoration of a 
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Supreme Being, the Creator of heaven and 
earth, and to that worship, which was consis- 
tent with the relations in which God and man 
stood with respect to each other. 

This is the summary of the religion given 
to man, before his disobedience and fall; God 
was pleased to add at different times, revela- 
tions and precepts to it, but it ias never been 
changed, and has been rade the fixed basis 
of every other law given to man. 

God, in his forming »man,.might have 
limited him to sensual ejistense, and confined 
him to enjoyments correspending to such a 
state, but in his benevolence, he decreed him 
a destination of @ nobler kind: his views 
with respect to him were ona more magnificent 
scale. God gifted Adam with the endowments 
of a favorite; bestowed graces on him, as on 
an adopted son, and a legitimate inheritor of 
his kingdom—received into this state of super- 
natural adoption, he was not to die, but to be 
transported from a terrestrial to a celestial 
paradise, where he was to be favored with 
the intuitive presence of his Maker, and enjoy 
it to all eternity. God revealed to him his 
great designs in his favor, and at the same 
time, as an instance of his submission and 
obedience, commanded him not to taste of 
the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil. The mystery of this mandate, the 
disobedience of man, and the consequent 
punishment of him and his posterity, will pro- 
bably never be understood. Providence has 
thought proper to conceal from man, the 
knowledge of primary causes—perhaps to 
teach him a lesson of humility, in order that 
he should not depend on his own sagacity, in 
exploring things that it was never intended 
he should comprehend; unhappy in his first 
experiment of acquiring forbidden knowledge, 
which brought misery on himself and his 
whole progeny, he has learned, that it is 
impiety, presumptuously to judge of those 
decrees of God, which are beyond his facul- 
ties. Thus much we may say of the fall of 
man. Providence in creating man a free 
agent could not consistently prevent his 








acting according to the dictates of his own 
choice, the free result of which, and not the 
effect of necessity, or force, could alone con- 
stitute his merit, or demerit, and correspond 
to the intentions of the Deity in his creation. 

God, in giving him the full power of resist- 
ing temptation, and refraining from the act 
of disobedience, must stand acquitted, even 
at the tribunal of human reason: the delin- 
quent himself must -confess the .guilt, and 
plead nothing in his defence, but the un- 
bounded mercy of his offended judge. 

Adam having @ared tp Yielate Is engage- 
ment with God, by eating of the forbidden 
fruit, freely subjected himself and his poste- 
rity to the punishment with which he had 
been expressly threatened: but God having 
pity on them, promised him a Saviour, who 
would expiate the fatal crime. It was in con- 
sideration of the future merits of this merciful 
Mediator, that he granted Adam the grace of 
repentance, and became reconciled to him; 
his descendants were included in this reconci- 
liation, though not restored to the privileges 
of their first state, on certain conditions: these 
conditions, for him and them, were, that they 
should believe in the Saviour, or Messiah, 
promised of God, and faithfully comply with 
the obligations of natural religion, with the 
help and by the influence of the grace that 
may be given them by anticipation, out of 
the stock of the future merits of the Saviour. 
A full belief in him, could alone wash away 
the stain of original sin with which, as the 
effect of his disobedience, all the sons of 
Adam were tainted, in coming into the world: 
and it was only the faith of the Messiah, 
joined with the other graces granted in consi- 
deration of his merits, that could render man 
capable of the good works necessary for his 
salvation. 

Here thenis a positive revelation, announc, 
ing the Messiah to come; to which may be 
added a few other precepts, such as that of 
keeping holy the seventh day and offering him 
sacrifices as an acknowledgment of his so,e- 
reignty, and a homage for the benefits con- 
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ferred on his creatures. It appears more than 
probable, that this usage, practised from the 
beginning in honor of the Divinity, and 
afterwards received by all nations, was in con- 
séquence of the command of God himself 

Thus the religion of Adam was com- 
pounded of natural religion, which he knew 
by the light of Reason, and of the faith of the 
Messiah, made known by revelation. The 
one was the origin and foundation, the other 
the completion and perfection of religion, as 
it was to be practised by all mankind, except 
the Jews, until the coming of the Messiah.— 
In fact it was the religion of the Jews, them- 
selves, and is that of the christians: for the 
principal difference between the religion given 
to the Jews, by the ministry of Moses, and 
that given by God to Adam, to Noah, and to 
Abraham, consists in this—that the Messiah 
to come, was revealed to the Jews in a more 
circumstantial manner by the prophets, and 
that this people was specially chosen by God, 
in order to représent the Messiah in the cere- 
monies of their worship; and: the -principal 
difference between the religion of the Jews, 
and that of the. christians is, that that of the 
Jews believes and specifies the Messiah to 
come, whereas that of the christians believes 
that he iscome. Thus, first and last, faith in 
the Messiah was the essential point, and 
hence there has been but one true religion 
from the beginning of the world. 

Soon after the general deluge, or the time 
of Abraham, the faith of the Messiah began 
to decline; the evil went on increasing to 
such a degree, that a few ages before his 
coming, there were but few traces of it 
remaining in the world, except amongst the 
Jews. It appears from history, -that natural 
religion also if not quite effaced, had under- 
gone the most essential alterations, the pas- 
sions, counteracting the influence of reason, 
and the first traditiéns having been lost in 
obscurity and forgotten, the most ridiculous 
and abominable superstitions disgraced the 
human race, in almost all the nations of the 
earth—the most senseless and absurd errors, 
like an epidemic, seized upon the mind, and 
perverted the understanding of their inhabi- 
tants. This insanity was not confined to un- 
civilized and barbarous people, the contagion 
extended to those countries, which in every 
other respect except, religion and morals, 

‘ had arrived at a very high state of polish and 
civilization. ‘The history of the Babylonians, 
Egyptians and Carthagenians, as well as ofthe 
Greeks and Romans, afford melancholy proofs 
of the truth of this assertion; those surpassed 
all the nations ofthe ancient, and perhaps 


| Cicero had been the 
the admiration of 
yet amidst all this 






of their own, and| religion, saw it supported by the authority of 

ing times: and|the laws, practised by the kings, grandees, 
of, genius, this| and the lower order of the people; the poison 
st all the refine-| of error and superstition, was sucked in with 
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eminence of 


ments to which unbounded power and wealth | the nourishment of their infancy, and seemed 





gave birth, those nations remained for ages,|to become a principle of their constitution, 
sunk in all the blindness of the most base| that gaimed vigor as they approached to the 
and degrading idolatry; amidst all the tri-| age of maturity. In a word, if we except the 
umphs and magnificence of the Roman} nation of the Jews, and a few individuals of 
empire, their religious worship was stamped | other nations, the whole human race seemed 
with the most barbarous ignorance, and gave | seized with a sort of delirium, and this deliri- 
a sanction to the most open and shameful li-| um, far from having experienced any lucid 
centiousness, and to the most horrible and| interval, seemed to have increased during the 
unnatural cruelty, In proportion as society | space of two thousand years. 

advanced towards perfection, all rational ideas Considering this short outline with some 
of the Divinity, and of religion, seemed to/ attention, the question naturally occurs, what 
have taken a retrograde direction—became | could be the remedy for this general calamity, 
more and more polluted, and, at length, the|this perversion of the whole human race? 
disgrace and disgust of humanity. In this} What could have restored to man a propér 
general corruption and depravity, few instan-| sense of the natural religion, which was so 
ces have occurred, of any man having had the | universally lost? What the revealed religion, 
courage to oppose the torrent, by avowing | which consisted in the belief of the future 
his belief in one God who had any thing) Messiah? What means could be devised to 
like a-rational idea of the nature of the attri-| call him back to the knowledge of those sub- 
butes ofthe Supreme Being, or ofthe homage} lime and consoling truths? Alas! it is top 
which man.is bound to pay him;—they seem) certain, that to rescue him out of the error in 
to have carried rational enquiry to the highest | which he was irretrievably plunged, nothing 
perfection in every thing, except what related| short of a new revelation, more clear, more 
tothe Deity. The most distinguished amongst | strong, and more striking than any of the 
the moderns, are allowed to be their inferiors| preceding ones, was sufficient. 

in every point, with respect to genius, whilst; In order that this revelation should be ade- 
the most limited of the moderns, excel them) quate to the end of recalling man to a sense 
in the knowledge of religion and of mor-|of his duty, it was necessary that it should 
als. Socrates, the only man amongst the/|be attended by every circumstance, calculat- 
Greeks, who made an open profession of the|ed to strike all mankind with the most un- 
belief of one God was put to death by order | questionable conviction of its truth; the au- 
of the senate of Athens, and this at a time/thority on which an event so extraordinary 
when Athens was the most eminent on the| was to be received, should be infallible; a 
earth for learning, arts, arms and splendor. | revelation which concerned not less all future 
This distinguished philosopher, the most elo-| generations, than that in which it actually 
quent, the most virtuous, the most esteemed, | took place, should be marked by all the cha- 
and the most admired @hgracter of the heathen | racters of not only a great event, but of the 
world, who supported his opinion with all the | greatest event which ever happened on the 
perspicuity, clearness, and evidence of reason | earth: to which man not only could not re- 
—who was considered the first rhetorician of fuse his assent, at the time of its immediate 
that enlightened age—charged with no other| consummation, but, could never forget, or 
crime than teaching in his school the reli-/lose sight of it in all times to come. Its evi- 
gion of nature, was publicly offered up a vic- | dence should be so clear, as to be cited by 
tim to the ignorance, depravity, and cruelty | all historians, and handed down by oral tra- 
of the times. Seneca, the Spaniard, in in-/ dition, from generation to generation; and 
deed less enlightened days, when Rome was) should form a grand epoch in the religious 
desolated by his execrable pupil Nero, was| annals of the whole human race, so as that 
probably for the same reason, put to death, | its truths could at all times be made so mani- 
by order of the tyrant. Several eminent fest to all men of sound understanding, as to 
men, in the celebrated period of Augustus, | bring back to the knowledge of God, and his 
were known indeed to have entertained the | worship, those who had, as well as confirmed 
same opinions, but were afraid to publish | those who had not, deviated from it. 

them; and Cicero, the most distinguished! But what are those arguments, what the 
amongst them, has in his writings left to pos-| authority on which the existence of this reve- 








were not equalled by these of the modern 


world, in the advancement of every thing | 


that tends to human grandeur. Amongst 
them were produced the greatest legislators 
and statesmen, the most famous generals, the 
most celebrated orators, most excellent poets, 
painters, historians, and statuaries: amongst 
them all the arts, administering to the conve- 
nience, ornament, and luxury of social life, 
were carried to a degree of perfection, unpa- 
ralleled in the history of mankind: in the 
arts of imitation, painting, and sculpture, their 
works were considered so great, as to rival 
nature, and have become models for all future 
times—so that nothing can be considered 


terity the testimony of his belief, but died a) lation is founded? Man, led astray by the 
professed pagan. false light of deceitful reasoning, and obsti- 
This is a remarkable, a striking trait in the! nate in error, will affect to disbelieve all hu- 
history of the great nations of, the ancient} man testimony. 
world—the more learning and genius, the| Indeed, if human testimony exclusively, 
more irreligion and depravity of morals. Hu-| were adduced to prove this revelation, or the 
man learning and philosophy, which amongst) divine mission of the Messiah, though suff- 
them, were carried to every degree of per-| cient to enforce belief in things of a natural 
fection and ingenuity, in attempting to com-| order, it might be deemed insufficient in 
bat and remove the errors of preceding times, | things supernatural: hence, the coming of the 
only substituted their own, still more mon-| Messiah, being a supernatural event, the 
strous; and by thus wishing to rectify the| proofs of it should be correspondent; and 
generally received opinions, only rendered, God in his wisdom, has called in miracles in 
them more confused, absurd, and inadmissible. | aid of human testimony. A man may be dis- 
This misfortune was rendered more com-| believed on his own, and on the authority of 








perfect in these arts, but inasmuch as they 
approach those master-pieces of Greece and 
Rome. The eloquence of Demosthenes and 


plete, from each nation having embraced a| others, but when he changes the course of 
system of paganism and idolatry, peculiar to| nature, when he by his bare word changes 
itself: men were born and educated in this| water into wine, he bears testimony to a sU- 


















No. 29. 


THE JESUIT. 





231 





rnatural power. Miracles remove all dif- 
ficulties, cut short all arguments: they are the 
letters patent of the Almighty, given to his 
ambassadors—to men.» There is no reason- 
ing with the man, who orders the sea to 
open, and give free passage to a whole peo- 
e through its suspended waters, or to him 
who recalls the dead to life: there is nothing 
left to man but to submit. 
There exists a people, singular in their 
manners, and distinguished from all others by 
their religion, usages, and habits: This 
people consider themselves (and they are 
indeed acknowledged to be so) the most 
illustrious and ancient inthe world. After 
having been settled in Egypt, they abandoned 
it, in order to establish themselves in Pales- 
tine, a country of Asia; having first extermi- 
nated its ancient inhabitants, and having 
experienced various regulations, they in their 
turn, were expelled that fine country by the 
Romans, near eighteen hundred years ago: 
but they still exist, and are met with every 
where dispersed all over the face of the 
earth, in the midst of the different revolutions 
in which all the people of other nations have 
been intermingled, and, as it were, lost in one 
another, this people, to the astonishment of 
all mankind, as if by a prodigy, still have 
preserved their religion and particular man- 
ners. They entertain the most sublime 
notions of themselves, and their grand preten- 
sions are found in the books in which are 
recorded the monuments of their titles and 
history; the five first of which, called the 
Pentateuch, they say, were written by Moses 
himself, under whose conduct they left Egypt 
by order of God, to take possession of that 
beautiful country, which he had promised to 
their fathers. T hey pretend, on the faith of 
these books, that after their escape out of 
Egypt, which they say was miraculous, God 
had in the’ desert given them a law, by the 
ministry of Moses, an extraordinary man; 
and that God then renewed the promise he 
had made to their fathers, of sending them a 
prophet born amongst them, and descended 
from one of their tribes, who would be still 
greater than Moses, and who was to come 
after him; and that this prophet, whom they 
¢alled the Messiah, would be the deliverer, 
the king, the legislator, and the Saviour of 
their nation, and of the whole human race. 
The christians, who, as the world knows, 
sprang from the midst of Judea, and were 
first Jews themselves, on the faith of those 
same books, which they received from the 
Jews, and with them consider of divine 
authority, agree in most points with that an- 
cient people, in what regards their history 
and religion, notwithstanding the rank ani- 
mosity which, for eighteen hundred years, has 
prevailed between the two people. The great 
contested point amongst them, and for .the 
decision of which both parties refer to these 
same books, is, that the Jews pretend that 
the Messiah which was promised to them, is 
not yet come; whilst the Christians, on the 
contrary, assert that he is come, and that 
Jesus Christ was the Messiah, and the founder 
of their religion: and they prove their asser- 
tion from several passages of those books, 
which they consider as conclusive, and which 
has occasioned much confusion and embar- 
rassment amongst the Jews. 
As on the books of the Jews must materi- 


before they are refered to, it will be necessary 
to know, whether ve all the char- 
acters that should belief. It is right 
to examine—first, — _the books are 
authentic—second, if they are divine, that 
is to say, written by the order, or inspira- 
tion of God—third, whether in those books, 
containing inspired truths, we find that God 
had actually given a religion to the Jews, by 
the ministry of Moses—fourth, if God had 
promised to the Jews the Messiah whom they 
still expect—and fifth, if the Messiah is actu- 
ally come, and whether it be Jesus Christ, or 
some other person, that should be acknow- 
ledged as the true Messiah. 


[TO BE CONTINUED. | 
















INQUISITION. 





Who does not know that, in countries 
where perfect obedience is practised, the Priest 
is dispensed from deposing as a witness in all 
capital proceedings, and that in States where 
this privilege has not been allowed him, he 
enjoys at least the benefit of the Protestant 
Act, whereby he testifies in pure obedience to 
justice, and sues only for mercy? Never did a 
Priest, as a functionary of the Law, ascend 
the scaffold. Whenever he appeared on 
such a tragic stage, hig part was to act the 
Martyr for the cause of Truth, or, as the 
happy Consoler of condemned humanity. He 
preaches mercy and clemency, and in no part 
of the globe did he ever shed any blood but 
his own. 

The Church, the chaste spouse of the Son 
of God, who, in imitation of her glorious 
Bridegroom, well knows how to pour out her 
blood for others, but not to draw that of others, 
entertains with regard to murder, a peculiar 
horror, and in a manner fully proportionate 
to the special light, which her God has given 
her. She views men, not only as men, but 
as likenesses. of the God whom she adores. 
She feels for each a holy respect, which 
amounts to veneration, knowing that each 


who is killed without the order of God, is not 
ther the individual belongs to the household 
of her faith, or not, she invariably considers 
pable of becoming so. 

fellow being, and hence arose the necessity 


iw] 


and as such, act as faithful dispensers of the 





ally depend the decision of this great contest, 


Every one knows, that private individuals|every description? 
are not allowed to insist upon the death of a|tenor of Christian, Catholic Rome even at 


Divine Power in depriving men of life; con- 
sequently they must conscientiousl ro- . 
es celina in conformity to ae hes, writer was, he, notwithstanding, sometinies told the 
and consign only those to an ignominious 
and awful fate, whom the laws condemn. If, 
however, the order of Deity obliges them to | Tome II. p. 258. note 3. 
see that the laws are carried into effect in re- t e } 
lation to the bodies of criminals, the same di- | Should be perforated, if I mistake not, with a red-hot 
vine order compels them to make a suitable |" This was an awful punishment. 
provision for the souls of such unfortunate 
beings—All this is meritorious and becoming, | governed nations. 


and nevertheless, the Church holds the effusion 
of blood in such abhorrence, that she deems all 
who abett, promote and effect a capital condem- 
nation of a fellow being, although it be accom- 
panied by every religious consideration to be dis- 
qualified from officiating at her Altars.* 
Behold then, Sir, a beautiful theory. But 
you are probably curious to know the actual, 
the true spirit of the Holy Priesthood upon 
this imhportant point. Study it then in coun- 
tries, where the Catholic Hierarchy has sway- 
ed and still holds the sceptre of power. A 
circle of ecclesiastical sovereignties was, ow- 
ing to peculiar, to extraordinary circumstan- 
ces, established in Germany, and to judge of 
the effect, of the justice and popular benefit 
which they produced in the social compact, 
it may be sufficient to remind you of the old 
German proverb, “ Un term Krummstabe ist 
gut wohnen,” in other words, “ Jt is good to 
live under the Crosier. 

Proverbs, which are the voice of facts and 
result of popular experience, are never known 
to mislead. 

To such a testimony, therefore, do I ap- 
peal, and it is gratifying to reflect, that it is 
further corroborated by the unanimous suff- 
rage of all who have any pretension to judg- 
ment, or recollection. Never was there any 
question proposed in these mild and pacific 
governments, of any persecution, or capital 
conviction of the spiritual enemies of the 
reigning powers. 

But what shall we say of Rome? It is 
unquestionably here in the government of the 
Sovereign Pontiff, that the genuine spirit of 
the Priesthood ought to be unequivocally dis- 
played. 

Now, Sir, it is an universally admitted fact 
that this government was never upbraided 
but for its mildness. In no spot of the civiliz- 
ed world can there be found a government 
more paternal, justice more impartially ad- 
ininistered, a system of restraint which is at 
ence more humane and judicious, and a tole- 
ration more instructively perfect. 

Rome is probably the only part of Europe, 


has been ransomed at an infinite price, so as | where the Jew feels himself neither maltreat- 
to become a temple of the living God. She,|ed, nor humbled. Yes, Rome is the holy, 
therefore, believes that the death of a man,|the liberal, the charitable, the enlightened 


spot, where he feels most happy, and which 


only homicide, but a sacrilege, which de-|the persecuted Israelite has, almost from 
prives her of one of her members, for, whe-| time immemorial, distinguished by the glori- 


ous epithet, “‘ the Jewish Paradise.” 
Open the page of history, and then an- 


him either as one of her children, or as ca-|swer, what sovereignty has ever exhibited 


more clemency to anti-religious crimes of 
Such was the uniform 


the epoch, which has been termed, the dark 


of establishing public functionaries to require | ages of Ignorance and Fanaticism. Allow 
it on the part of the King, or Government, | me, Sir, to remind you of the conduct of Pore 
or rather, on the part of God. Therefore it| CLementr rue Fourrn, who, in his letter to 
is that the Civil Powers exercise this right | Lewis, King of France, rebuked him for the 
only according to the deposition of witnesses,| severity of the laws, which that Monarch 


enacted against blasphemers.f The Supreme 





* Pascal XIVth Provincial Letter—Infamous as this 


truth. Erat quod tollere velles. 
t See the Notes of Du Cange on Joinville. Collec- 


tion des Memoires concernant |’Histoire de France. 
S. Louis ordered that the tongues of Blasphemers 
It is worthy of 


notice, however, that blasphemy, when clearly estab- 
lished, is death by the law in some modern and well- 
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Pontiff, the vicegerent of the Prince of 
Mercy, requested him in the Official De- 
claration, bearing date July 12, 1268, to 
mitigate forthwith their asperity, and ob- 
served to the King of Navarre in a Bull of 
the same date, that “ It is by no means proper 
to imitate our dear son in Jesus Christ, the 
French King, in relation to the extremely rigor- 
ous laws which he has enacted against crimes of 
this sort.* Voltaire, when his anti-religious 
fever had not obtained an ascendancy over 
his justice and judgment, paid a most honor- 
able tribute to the Papal Government. I 
shall quote it. You can find the remarkable 
passage in his Poem on the Natural Law. 


Marc-Aurele et ‘Trajan melaient au champ de Mars 
Le bonnet du Pontife au bandeau des Cesars. 

L’ Univers reposant sous leurs heureux genie, 

Des guerres de 1’ eeole ignorait la manie, 

Ces grands legislateurs, d°un saint zele animes, 

Ne combatirent point pour leurs poulets sacres. 


Aurelius and Trajan in Mars’ wide field 

(To whose enlightened minds the world did yield 
When war scholastic wore no maniac frown) 
Had joined the Mitre to great Czsar’s crown. 
These noble statesmen full of zeal and peace 
Fought not for Dogmas, nor for sacred geese. 


Rome encore aujourc’ hui, conservant ces maximes 
Joint le trone’a |’ autel par des noeuds legitimes. 
Ses citoyens en paix, sagement gouvernes, 

Né sont plus conquerans et sont plus fortunes. 


Such maxims even now Great Rome upholds, 
Joins Throne and Altar in her lawful folds; 
Her happy sons inhale the air of peace, 
Forgetting war, they reap a-just increase.t 


Now, Sir, allow me to ask you how can 
such a glorious character, stamped with a seal 





* Sed fatemur quod in peenis hujusmodi tam acerbis— 
charissimum in Christo filium nostram Regem Franco- 
rum illustrem non deceat imitari. Ibid. p. 259. 

+ See his Poem on Natural Reiigion, IVth Part. 
It is indeed singular that Voltaire, who may be called 
Inconsistency personified, who is reasonable and just in 
what he here says of the government of modern Rome, 
should lose sight of reason in the immediately preceding 
verses. How, it may be asked, and with whom were 
the Romans to fight for their sucred yeese? Did any na- 
tion advance in arms to seize, or slaughter these ycese? 
If any new God were presented to Pagan Rome, he was 
introduced by the permission of the Senate, as a newly- 
canonized Saint (pious minds, will, I hope, pardon the 
comparison) is brought into our Church. Such a pro- 
cess may not come under the signification of the term 
toleration : but however slight is the allusion to the 
basis of Natural Religion, Voltaire might have seen in 
the History of the Bacchantes, which is well described 
by Livy (xxxix. 9. sqq.) how they would have been 
treated. When Christianity appeared, these great le- 
gislato’s began to persecute it with unparalleled fero- 
city. It has been remarked that the monstrous Tiberius, 
Caligula, Commodus, &c. &c. did not molest the New 
Religion; while the Philosophers, Trajan, Antonius, 
Marcus Aurelius and Julian were its uncompromising 
enemies (Feller’s Hist. Dict. art. Marcus Aurelius)—It 
is, therefore, incontestibly certain, that the Sovereign 
Christian Pontifis never did persecute, whereas the Infi- 
del Voltaire was guilty of a malicious and an unpardon- 
able falsehood, when he compared them to the Pagan 
Emperors and heathen Pontifis, Marcus Aurelius and 
Trajan. The insipid panegyrists of 4 /erat:on in Pagan 
Rome should have recollected, at least, one pussage of 
the above cited Historian, viz. ihe Ediies are charged 
to see (hut no God shall be admitted in Rome, tf he 
be not a Roman, and adored after the Roman custom. 
(iv. 30.) 


of unclouded evidence, be positively falsified 
in a comparatively small corner of the globe? 
By what kind of magi¢, or legerdemain does 
it happen, that a religion essentially mild, to- 
lerant, charitable and consolatory throughout 
every nation of the earth should wear in 
Spain, (which is proverbially noble and ge- 
nerous) the horrid costume of bloody exter- 
mination? 

This is a question of the greatest import- 
ance: and in the examination of every sub- 
ject which comes within the range of human 
consideration, there is nothing so essential as 
to avoid a confusion of ideas. When, there- 
fore, we speak of the Inquisition, let us fair- 
ly separate and clearly distinguish the civil 
from the ecclesiastical power. 

Whatever severity, terror, or death the In- 
quisition inflicts, is exclusively caused and 
performed by the Government. It, and it 
alone, is responsible for every act of this tri- 
bunal. Clemency, which, like the tutelary 
angel, performs so conspicuous a part in all 
its proceedings, is the uniform feature of the 
Church who never interferes, except it be to 
arrest, or mitigate the tortures of the culprit. 

Such is the indelible, immutable character 
of the Church of Christ; and it is not only an 
error, but even a crime to suppose, much 
more to maintain, that Catholic priests can 
be in any way instrumental in compassing the 
death of a fellow being. 

In the History of ee there is a pro- 
minent fact, which, notwithstanding, has not 
been sufficiently noticed, I allude to THE 
Knicuts Temexars. These noble-minded, 
but unfortunate men, whether criminal, o1 
otherwise, it is not our present object to en- 
quire (although the villainy of Philip the Fair, 
and of his rapacious, unprincipled associates, 
it would seem, leaves no room for doubt on 
this subject) earnestly requested to be tried 
by the tribunal of the Inquisition; ‘ for they 
were convinced,” say the historians, ‘ if they 
had such judges that they could not be condemn- 
ed to death!” But the, King of France, who 
had prejudged them, and who knew the in- 
evitable result of such a reference, convened 
his State Council, and after a private audience, 
immediately ordered the poor Templars to be 
murdered!!! 

According to the very principles of the In- 
quisition, and at a period which loudly called 
for the greatest severity, this tribunal confin- 
ed itself to the confiscation of the criminal’s 
property, and even that sentence was revers- 
ed, according to An Acr or Grace, by the 
criminal abjuring his errors.* According to 
the Report to which we refer, it is impossible 
precisely to ascertain at what epoch the In- 
quisitorial tribunal first pronounced a capital 
condemnation. It is fully sufficient for our 
purpose, however, to be convinced of an in- 
contestable fact, that it never could have ac- 
quired this right, until it became exclusively 
a Royal, or Political Institution, and that 
every Judgment, which affects life in any de- 
gree, was, is, and must ever be most consci- 
entiously discountenanced by the Church. 
In our days, uncertainty on this point, is un- 
known. We know that in every important 
sentence, even in case of a simple arrest, 
nothing is attempted in Spain without the 
permission of the Supreme Council; which 
fact presupposes the greatest prudence and 





* Vide Report. p. 33. 








circumspection.* If the accused be declar. 
ed a heretic, the tribunal, after having pro. 
nounced sentence of confiscation, hands him 
over for legal punishment to the secular power, 


the Council of Castile; the very name of 


which bespeaks the most wise, erudite 
impartial body of men in the universe. 
f the proofs are not irresistible, if the cul- 
prits are not obstinately attached to doctrines 
which, from the lamentable experience of 
other nations, tend to the subversion of mo- 
rality, pure religion and society, they are 
merely required to abjure them in the Church, 
according to the prescribed ceremonial. 

A certain family stain, and a civil disqua- 
lification, whereby he can hold no office un- 
der the government, are the result; but I am 
thoroughly convinced that these provisions 
are clemency in disguise to save the lives of 
the greatest criminals. Certain facts, which 
have come to my knowledge, and especially 
the character of that tribunal leave no possi- 
ble room in my mind to doubt the correctness 
of such an assertion. 

The tribunal of the Inquisition is composed 


of a Supreme Chief, who is called the Grand, 


Inquisitor, and is always either an Archbishop, 


or Bishop, and of eight Ecclesiastical Coun-., 


sellors, (six of whom are always seculars, 
two are regulars,) one of whom must be of 
the Dominican Order, by virtue of a privilege 
which was granted by King Philip III. The 
second by rotation of office, belongs to the 
other regular orders, according to a provi- 
sion made by King Charles III. 

To the youngest member of this Ecclesias- 
tical Council are entrusted the fiscal concerns, 

There are certain cases of which I have 
not a perfect knowledge, wherein two Coun- 
sellors from Castile attend. I presume, how- 
ever, that they are convoked, whenever capi- 
tal punishment is called in question. 

This simple, incontestible description puts 
to flight the malicious phantoms of the impi- 
ous Voltaire, of his slanderous associates, 
and of his ignorant, yet vituperative imita- 
tors. What influence can two counsellors of 
a regular order have upon a body consisti 
of eleven, or thirteen? As to those poor 
calumniated Dominicans on whom our preju- 


dice has so long and ungenerously fastened - 


all the odium to which the Inquisition has 
mysteriously given rise, justice and honor 
oblige us to confess the cruel injury offered 
to their reputation, and by such an avowal to 
express our sorrow for the offence, and to be- 
come henceforward more cautious and cha- 
ritable. 

Were we to reflect upon the constituent 
members of this tribunal, it would indeed be 
difficult to conceive one, better calculated to 
remove every possible suspicion of cruelty, 
and, I am justified in saying, every shadow 
of severity. Whoever is acquainted with the 
spirit of the Catholic Priesthood must be con- 
vinced, on cool and dispassionate examination, 
that Mercy necessarily sways the sceptre of 





* De entitad. Ibid. p. 64. 


t La Inquisicion sin mascara, o disertacion en que 
se prueba hasta la evidencia los vicios de este Tribu- 
nal y la necessitad de que se suprima. Por Natanael 
Tomlob. (This looks like an Anagram) Cadiz. Niel. 
1811. in 8vo. 

I endeavor to quote only the Works which are de- 
cidedly hostile to the Inquisition, in order to avoid every 
mistake in whatever they contain in any manner fa- 





vorable to this tribunal. 
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that tribunal. Another circumstance, which 
deserves particular notice, is the fact, that. 
independently of the favorable presumption, 
which grows out of such an inquisitorial bo- 
dy, it moreover presupposes an infinite de- 

e of mildness, which experience clearly 

oves, and which is invariably thrown into 
the scale of the accused. Without dwelling 
further upon this point, I shall now lay be- 
fore you, a sentence of the Inquisition, of the 
most severe kind—a sentence, which, without 
ordering, (and this is a possible case) yet 
prepares the way for death, when cognizance is 
taken of a crime, which the Law of the State 
visits with the loss of life. 

“ We have declared and do hereby declare 
the accused N. N. to be convicted as an he- 
retical apostate,* a favorer and abettor of he- 
retics, a false and counterfeit penitent,t and 
an impenitent relapser; by which crimes he 
has incurred the penalty of high excommuni- 
cation, and the confiscation of all his proper- 
ty to the benefit of the Royal Chamber and 
the Treasury of his Majesty.[ We declare, 
moreover, that said accused N. N. ought to 
be, and he hereby is abandoned to Justice 
and the secular arm. We, however, beg and 
most affectionately charge in the strongest and 
best manner in our power, that he may be treat- 
ed with kindness and mercy.” 


The Spanish Author of “ The Inquisition 
Unmasked,” from which production I take 
these details, really pretends that this clause 
of “ kindness and mercy” is a mere formali- 
ty, which produces no beneficent effect. He 
cites Van-Espen, according to whom, this 


protestation as entered by the tribunal is a 
sort of external form, which is, however, dear 


to the Church. 


[10 BE CONTINUED. } 
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“Tros T'yriusve mihi nullo discrimine agetur.”’—Vik.| be greatly divided on this subject. 


Trojans, or Tyrians are alike to us, only so far as they . 
deviate from, or adhere to, what we esteem, tux | former days, and however favorable in rela- 


TRUTH. 


Under the head Carnoticism and Free- 
MasoNRY, we find a long article in the Bos-|"”, ' 
tox Masonic Mirror of the 6th instant, in scribes to have been so unjustly persecuted 
which the writer gives himself much trouble 
to prove, what, we believe, has never been ? 4 
questioned by any, viz. that Catholics, collec- and for society, ‘a rapid change. 





lively considered, are the most ancient and re- 


support of this position he informs his readers, 
that in the year 1738, a formidable bull was 
thundered from the Conclave, not only against 
Freemasons themselves, but against all those 
who promoted, or favored their cause,—who gave 
them the smallest countenance, or advice, or who 
were, in any respect, connected with a set of 
men, who, in the opinion of his Holiness, were 
enemies to the tranquility of the State, and hos- 
tile to the spiritual interests of souls. He in- 
stances a variety of acts to prove the deadly 
hatred which the Church of Rome every 
where bore to the members of this Fraterni- 
ty, who, according to him, were always inno- 
cent and inoffensive men, whose only crime 
was their effort to enlighten and to benefit 
their fellow men. He points out the perse- 
cution which was kindled against them in 
Holland and France, by the unfounded jealou- 
sies of despotic rulers, and the deep-rooted su- 
perstition of Catholic Priests; and gives his 
readers to understand that it was the same 
spirit of Catholic intolerance that called forth a 
most unaccountable edict from the Council of 
Berne, in Switzerland, and a similar one that 
brought the venerable Molay and his valiant 
Templars to an ignominious death; “ whose 
flesh was lacerated on the rack, aad whose bones 
were disjointed and broken on the wheel;’? that 
subjected Crudeli to the horrors and cruelties of 
an Inquisition ; that sentenced Mouton and Cous- 
tos to walk in the procession of the “ Avro pa 
Fe,” and finally consigned them to the servitude 
of the gallies. The only crime of which these 
men, he continues, were guilty, was the abomi- 
nable crime of meeting in a Masonic Lodge! 
It may be so;—but opinions are beginning to 
What- 
ever may have been the belief of the world in 


tion to the principles of the Masonic Institu- 
tion so eulogized by him, or the innocence of 
the individuals above named, whom he de- 


and so cruelly put to death, this belief is now 
undergoing, happily we think for this country 
The tran- 
sactions at Niagara and others elsewhere, 





* The question then is not concerning a pure, or 
mere heretic, but an heretical apostate, that is, a Span- 


been instituted. 


+t The declaration is levelled against the relapser. The : . 
culprit who acknowledges his crime and says; J hare|has long since been known to Catholic Eu- 
sinned, and am truly sorry for at, is invariably pardon- 
ed (such mercy is unparallelled in the records of any Led) 
other Bench in the universe)—If, notwithstanding, he | Whose principles, he tells us, are based upon 
returns, like the dog to its vomit, to the same errors, af- 
ter having received pardon, he is declared a false and 


Countersert penitent, 


+ Thus the tribunal is purely royal, in spite of th 


sidered as * trifles light as air.”’ 


about sacerdotal avarice, &e. &c. &c. may well be con- | 


which are developing in proportion to the 
phrase, though in a different sense, have 
taught the people of Protestant America what 
rope, that this same goodly band of Brothers, 


the wmmutable laws of truth and justice, can 
trample upon, at their pleasure, and violate, 





e 


the tranquility of the State, as to the spiritual 


lentless enemies of the Masonic Institution. In| interests of souls. The horrid picture he has 


drawn of the persecutions of the Catholic 
Church in various quarters, against innocent 
and unoffending Masons, comes with a very: 
ill grace from one who belongs to a Fraterni- 
ty that could. way-lay and seize upon a poor 
helpless inoffensive member of this free Com- 
munity, and a man of family too—hurry him off 
bound and fettered to Niagara, immure him 
there in a dungeon for several days—that 
could calmly look on and listen, without emo- 
tion, to the heart rending groans and plain- 
tive cries of a starving fellow creature; and 
after having glutted their masonic revenge 
for his conscientious dereliction of their 
abominable principles and blasphemous rites, 
by holding out the terrors of death to him, 
and practising in a variety of other ways 
upon his fears, could, in the end, cruelly and 
cold bloodedly deprive him of life! Why, all 
that we have ever read of the Bastile in the 
the most exaggerated accounts—all the hor- 
rors of the Inquisition as detailed by the 
most envenomed Party-writers fall far short 
of this horrid transaction. All the processions 
of the Auto pa Fe are thrown completely 
into the shade, along side of this infernal as- 
sassination. Let not the good Editor of the 
Boston Masonic Mirror waste his time there- 
fore, in recounting events long since past, 
and which, even if true, have lost all their in- 
terest in the change of times and of govern- 
ments, and in harping upon what he is pleas- 
ed to call the persecutions of despotic govern- 
ments and of the still more tyrannical papal 
hierarchy,—he has, we do assure him, other 
work upon his hands at this present time,— 
work of no small importance to the Brother- 
hood, and.of equal interest to this Community 
—we allude to the Morgan affair. Yes, the 
cold blooded murder of that unhappy man still 
cries aloud for vengeance in this land against 
his cruel assassins, as well as against the 
whole horde of this oath-taking Fraternity, in 
obedience to whose laws, and conformably to 
whose principles they perpetrated, as they 
themselves confessed, this most heinous crime. 
—The whole American people have receiv- 
ed a shock from it which time will not allay. 
The fact is believed by them: and the numer- 


spread of knowledge and the commingling of | ous secessions of the virtuous and upright from 


ish subject convicted of having apostatized, and given| mind with mind, to use the gentleman’s own 
external proofs of it—vtherwise no surt would have 


this now-become-infamous association, con- 
firm them in their belief. So long therefore 
as they are under this impression it will be 
vain for him, all lost time, to attempt to enlist 
their sympathy on the side of Masonry, by 
expatiating on the sufferings of its members 
in Europe. They will say that these mem- 
bers were perhaps not as innocent as their 


when it serves their purpose, all laws as well of | friends and admirers would have the world to 
tcclesiastical fiction, and all the unmeaning verbiage | truth as of justice and, in truth, are as hostile, 


believe;—that perhaps some dark intrigue, 





as the Pope declares in his Bull of 1738, to 


some designing plot, some traitorous act, or 
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some Morgan affair there too, on their part 
and that of some others of the leading mem- 
bers of the Institution, had justly laid them 
open to the vengeance of the offended laws; 
—that, perhaps also, some discoveries had 
been made, at an early period, by the heads of 
the different governments, in relation to the 
principles of said band of Brothers, which led 
them to conclude that they were not altogether 
as pure, as they’ would fain have it believed ; 
—that truth and justice were one thing with 
them, and another with the common sense of 
mankind;—that the high sounding terms 
philosophical investigations, mental improvement, 
correct principles of action, light of Science, 
diffusion of knowledge, freedom, benevolence 
&c. &c. so often in the mouths of masons, 
and so seldom in their hearts, were a sort of 
of cabalistic jargon proper only to inveigle the 
innocent and unsuspicious,—or so many words 
which had significations, in the dictionary 
of the initiated, very different from their real 
and common acceptation, and which carried 
more in them, than the employers of them 
wished the world just now to be acquainted 
with, &c. &c. The good pedple of this coun- 
try, we repeat it, have now their eyes open,and, 
one and all, are actually under this impression; 
and until they see Morgan’s murder (and that 
of some other individuals) accounted for 
more satisfactorily than has hitherto been 
done by the Brotherhood, they will contin- 
ue to regard the whole Institution, spite of 
any protestation to the contrary, as the most 
nefarious system that was ever got up by the 
infernal Fiend for the perversion and des- 
truction of mankind.— But— 

We must not bestow too much of our time 
upon the Editor of the Boston Masonic Mirror 
when we have another antagonist equally 
hostile, though of a different character, in the 
lists against us. This antagonist is a writer 
in the Anti-Masonic Curistian Heratp, 
who signs himself 4 Reader, and who, if we 
may be allowed to judge from the specimen 
before us, has read to very little advantage 
either to himself, or to others. In an article 
which appeared in the Number for the 31st 
Dec. 1829, under the head The code of the 


Jesuits, and which we have not been able to| : 


notice until now, for want of space, he at- 
tempts to shew, what no one ever attempted 
before him, that the Jesuits were the authors 
and abettors of some of the worst and most 
bloody persecutions that were ever carried on 
by the Church of Rome against Protestants! 

“ To note,”’ says he, ‘‘ some of the perse- 
cutions excited by this order against the Pro- 
testants: Louis the XIVth, King of France, 
was hence induced to repeal the edict of 
Nantz, which gave tolerance to the Protest- 
ants; and he banished and destroyed hund- 
reds of thousands (some say two millions) of 
his Protestant subjects in a short period. The 


well known massacres in France, in Poland, 
and Ireland, satan was in this way suffered 
to instigate. Also, the violent and most 
deadly persecutions of the pious Piedmon- 
tese, and of the Protestants of other nations. 
Scott says, no imputation can reach the num- 
ber, who, after the reformation, were thus put 
to death. A million of poor Waldenses pe- 
rished.—-Nine hundred thousand orthodox 
Christians were slain in less than 30 years 
after the institution of the Order of the Je- 
suits! The Duke of Alva boasted of his hav- 
ing put to death 36,000 in the Netherlands, 
in the space of a few years, by the hands of 
the common executioner. The Inquisition 
(adds Scott) destroyed, by various tortures, 
150,000 within 30 years. Thus the Devil, 
upon his new and mighty rage at his loss in 
the reformation, persecuted the woman,” (the 
Church.) 

“ How powerful is the old serpent in sys- 
tems of deep intrigue! The infernal policy, 
he has by no means yet relinquished, in his 
mighty rage of the last days! Zion has yet 
much to fear, &c. &c, And the Christian 
world has yet not a little to fear from the re- 
lics of the code of Jesuitism as such. One 
of the three unclean spirits, like frogs, (Rev. 
16—13, 14,) is to come out of the mouth of 
this system;—of the false prophet, or popery 
in its subjugated state. Their mighty bene- 
volence is sending annually into our United 
States $100,000, with hosts of subtle Jesuits 
to propagate their religion! Possibly the 
vallies of the Mississippi and other regions 
of the west, may, ere long, be able to tell the 
story of their successes! Blow ye the trumpet 
in Zion.” A Reader. 


Such are the miserable statements which 
some of the Protestant Editors are not asham- 
ed to copy, in defiance of truth, into their 
papers at the present day, for the information 
of an enlightened community! And thus it 
is that the people of this country have been 
deceived and duped, for these two centuries 
past! 

We shall resume this subject in our next, 
and enter into a particular examination of the 
facts which our worthy adversary has thought 
proper here to lay before the world in relation 
to this most learned and useful body of men; 
**Tros Tyriusve mihi nullo discrimine agetur’’—for, 
Trojans, or Tyrians are alike to us, only so far as they 
deviate from, or adhere to, what we most esteem, THE 
TRUTH. 


[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 
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CHAPTER XI. 
OF PURGATORY. 


[CONTINUED FROM NO. 28—PAGE 227.] 


1. The point now in question is, whether 
there be any place, after death, in which the 
souls of the just, who depart this life without 
having fully satisfied the justice of God for 
former transgression, are purified, before they 
are admitted into celestial glory.—The Lu- 
therans, Calvinists, and all Protestants an- 





swer in the negative. The Catholics nisin 
tain in the affirmative, and prove their posi- 
tion, principally by four arguments—-The 
first is taken from the suffrages made by the 
living for the dead. The second is from the 
circumstance, that when the guilt of mortal sin 
is remitted, the whole punishment due to it, 
is not always remitted. The third, that the 
just sometimes die in the state of venial sing, 
The fourth is drawn from the Scriptures and 
Fathers. Each of these arguments, we shal} 


illustrate, and then refute the Objections of 


our Adversaries. 


2. Accordingly, the first argument is to 
this effect—The Faithful on earth, rightly 
and profitably pray for the dead; but they do 
not pray for those who are in Heaven, or in 
Hell: Therefore, it must be for those who are 
in Purgatory: Consequently there is a Pur 
gatory. The Major can be proved in two 
ways. First, from the Scripture—Secondly, 
from the practice and custom of the Church, 
From the Scripture we have a splendid testi- 
mony in proof of the fact, 2 Machabees, cap, 
12. vers, 43., where we read that Judas Ma- 
chabeus ordered sacrifices to be offered for 
the dead: and the practice is there approved, 
in the following words: It is therefore a holy 
and wholesome thought to pray for the dead, 
that they may be loosed from their sins. On the 
practice and custom of the Church, St. Au- 
gustine, (in his book—De cura pro Mortuis, 
cap. 1.) thus writes, We read in the books of 
the Machabees that sacrifice was offered for the 
dead. But even if we were not to read the like 
in any part of the Ancient Scriptures, yet the au 
thority of the Universal Church, which is evi- 
dent in this point from her very practice, is of 
great weight: for, in the prayers which the Priest 
pours forth to the Lord God, at his Sacred Al- 
tar, the commendation of the souls of the dead 
holds a conspicuous place. Again, in cap. 4. 
ibid. Supplications for the souls of the dead 
are not to be omitted; they should be made for 
all whom the Church has received into her 
Christian and Catholic communion. 


3. Secondly—It often happens, that a man 
who has committed mortal sin is freed from 
the guilt thereof, and consequently from the 
eternal punishment due to it, yet he remains 
subject to some temporal punishment: There- 
fore, should he depart this life before he has 
made full satisfaction, he must make atone- 
ment in the next: that is, in Purgatory. This 
argument is founded on the principle, that 
God sometimes remits the guilt of mortal sin, 
and the eternal punishment due to it; under 
such a condition, however, that he would 
have man to undergo some temporal punish- 
ment, not only in acknowledgment, but also 
in atonement for his past sin, that he may in 
some manner satisfy his justice. Asin the i- 





stance of a King, who sometimes forgives the 
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criminal the offence, and the capital punish- 
ment, which he deserved, yet that he may not 
appear in any manner to neglect public jus- 
tice, he requires, that the criminal should be 
punished for a time, either in exile, or in 
prison. This argument is confirmed by va- 
rious examples in the Scripture. First, be- 
cause Moses and Aaron, who, on account of 
the sin of incredulity which had been forgi- 
ven them, were yet punished with corporeal 
death, (Num. 20. 12. and Deut. 32, 48.) 
Secondly, because David, after he had ob- 
tained pardon for the crimes of adultery and 
murder, was punished by the death of his 
child, (2 King. 12.13.) Thirdly—The same 
King, when he asked forgiveness of God, for 
the sin of pride, obtained it, but yet the 
choice of three kinds of punishments was 
proposed to him, one of which he was to un- 
dergo in satisfaction for the sin which had 
been already forgiven. (2 Kings 24, 10.) 
We pass over many other similar examples. 

4, Thirdly,—It also sometimes happens, 
that a just man dies in the state of venial sins, 
as in the case of sudden death, when pre- 
vented from repenting, or even thinking of sins 
of this nature, and thus he is subject to the 
debt of temporal punishment which is due to 
these sins. For, certainly in such a case, he 
cannot be admitted intg heaven, unless he be 
freed from these venial sins, and the tempo- 
ral punishment thereby incurred—For, no- 
thing defiled can enter into heaven, Apoc. 21, 
27. But he is not freed in this life, accord- 
ing to the supposition: Therefore, it must be 
after this life, but not in Heaven, nor in Hell: 
Consequently in Purgatory. 

5. Fourthly—Various are the passages in 
Scripture from which the Holy Fathers prove 
the existence of Purgatory. First, from 
Matth. 12. 32., Whosoever shall speak against 
the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven, neither 
in this world, nor in the world to come. Whence 
we infer, that there are some sins forgiven in 
the next world, as St. Augustine argues, lib. 
21 de civit Dei, cap. 24. Secondly, St. 
Luke 23. 42, The Thief said to Jesus, Lord 
remember me, when thow shalt come into thy 
kingdom, which he certainly would not have 
said, unless he had thought that Christ could 
remit his sins after this life, as St. Augus- 
tine asserts, lib. 6. contra Julianum cap. 
15, Thirdly, 1 Cor. 3. 15. He himself shall 
be saved, yet so as by fire. Which is inter- 
Preted of the fire of Purgatory by the same 
St. Augustine on Psalm 37—Fourthly, 1 Cor. 
15.29. Otherwise what shall they do, that are 
baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? 
Here the words, are baptized for the dead, re- 
late to the voluntary afflictions, undergone 
by the Faithful for the souls in Purgatory, 
m order to obtain their deliverance, as many 


Objections Refuted. 

6. The first objection is: that the Scrip- 
ture declares that there are only two places 
for departed souls after this life; one of hap- 
piness in heaven, the other of the torments 
in -hell, Matt. 25.46. These shall go into 
eternal punishment; but the just into life ever- 
lasting ;—We answer: That after the day of 
judgment, there will be only two’ places for 
adults, as is evident from the text already 
quoted. But now, as was the case in the 
Old Law, there are more: For if there were 
only two, let our Adversaries tell us, in what 
place were the souls of those, who after death 
were raised to life again? In what manner 
was the Son of the widow of Sarepta resusci- 
tated by Elias: the Son of the Sunamite wo- 
man by Eliszeus—the son of the widow in Na- 
im, the daughter of Jairus, the Ruler of the 
Synagogue, and Lazarus in Bethania all of 
whom were resuscitated by Christ: Tabitha 
by the Apostle Peter: Eutychus by St. Paul: 
Where we ask, were their souls before 
they were recalled to life? Not in Hell, be- 
cause from that place there is no redemption: 
not in heaven, because otherwise their resur- 
rection would not have been a benefit, but 
rather a punishment, were they obliged to 
return from Heaven to this mortal life. 
Therefore the consequence is, that they were 
in some place distinct from both. 


7. Second Objection. The Scriptures 
affirm, that the just, will be, immediately after 
this life, admitted into glory: here we find no 
mention made of Purgatory. Luke 23. 43. 
This day thou shalt be with me in Paradise— 
Philipp 1. 23. I desire to be disolved and 
to be with Christ. We reply. The Scrip- 
ture does not speak of all, but of some of the 
just: for they, who have no purification to un- 
dergo, are immediately after this life admit- 
ted into Heaven. But they who have some- 
thing to expiate, are admitted at a proper 
time, but so as by fire, according to the words 
of the Apostle and the interpretation of St. 
Augustine. Nor do these passages brought 
forward from the Scripture, affect in any de- 
gree our arguments. For what was said to 
the thief was an extraordinary favor granted 
to him by Christ when he most freely forgave 
him all his sins without any further obliga- 
tion of undergoing temporal punishment after 
death, but this happy privilege is not granted 
to all. From the passage of the Apostle al- 
ready quoted nothing else can be inferred, 
than that he had a great desire to live with 
Christ; which we may equally have, espe- 
cially if we can say in truth with the same 
Apostle—I chastise my body and bring it into 


subjection—Can heretical preachers say as 
much? 





lustrious Fathers explain the passage. 


[To BE CONTINUED.] 


EFFECTS OF PRIVATE JUDGMENT IN THE IN- 
TERPRETATION OF THE HOLY BIBEE!!! 
Amone serious Christians, who profess to 

make the discovery and practice of Religion 
their first and earnest care, three different 
Methods, or Rules have been adopted for this 
purpose. The first consists in a supposed 
Private Inspiration, or an immediate light and 
motion of God’s spirit, communicated to the 
individual. This was the Rule of Faith and 
conduct formerly professed by the Montanists, 
the Anabaptists, the Family of Love, and is 
now professed by the Quakers, the Moravi- 
ans, and different classes of the Methodists, 
The second of these Rules, is the Written 
Word of God, or THE BIBLE, according as 
it is understood by each particular reader, or 
hearer of it. This is the professed rule of the 
more regular sects of Protestants, such as the 
Lutherans, the Calvinists, the Socinians, the 
Church-of-England-men. The third Rule is 
THE WORD OF GOD, at large, whether 
written in the Bible, or handed down from the 
Apostles in continued succession by the Catholic 
Church, and as it is understood and explained 
by this Church. To speak more accurately, 
besides their Rule of faith, which is Scripture 
and Tradition, Catholics acknowledge an un- 
erring judge of controversy: or sure guide in all 
matters, relating to salvation;—namely, THE 
CHURCH. shall now proceed to shew 
that the first mentioned rule, namely, a sup- 
posed Private Inspiration, is quite fallacious, 
in as much as %¢ is liable to conduct, and has 
conducted many into acknowledged errors and 
imely. 

About the middle of the second age of 
Christianity, Montanus, Maximilla and Pris- 
cilla, with their followers, by, adopting this 
enthusiastical rule, rushed into the excess of 
folly and blasphemy. They taught that the 
Holy Spirit, having failed to save mankind, 
by Moses, and afterwards by Christ, had .en- 
lightened and sanctified them to accomplish 
this great work. The strictness of their pre- 
cepts, and the apparent sanctity of their lives, 
deceived many; till at length, the two former 
proved what spirit they were guided by, in 
hanging themselves.* Several .other her- 
etics became dupes of the same principle of 
the primitive and the middle ages: but it was 
reserved for the time of religious licentious- 
ness, improperly called the Reformation, to 
display the full extent of its absurdity and 
impiety. In less than five years after Lu- 
ther had sounded the trumpet of Evangelical 
liberty, the sect of Anabaptists arose in Ger- 
many and the Low Countries. They professed 
to hold immediate communication with God, 
and to be ordered by him to despoil and kill 
all the wicked, and to establish a kingdom of 
the just,t who, to become such, were all to 
be rebaptized. Carlostad, Luther’s first dis- 
ciple ofnote, embraced this Ultra-Reformation, 
but its acknowledged head, during his reign, 
was John Bockhold, a taylor of Leyden, who 
proclaimed himself King of Sion, and, during 
a certain time, was really sovereign of Muns- 
iter, in Lower Germany, where he committed 
ithe greatest imaginable excesses, marrying 
eleven wives at a time, and putting them, and 





* Euseb. Eccles. Hist. 1]. v. c. 15. 

+ *Cum Deo colloquium et mandatum habere se 
dicebant, ut, impiis omnibus interfectis, novum constitue- 
rent mundum, in quo pii solum et innocentes viverent et 
rerum potirentur.’—-Sleidan. De Stat. Rel. et Reip. 





Comment. |. iii. p. 45. 
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mberless others of his subjects to death, at | execution; with several of his followers, pro- the withering frown of contempt upon it. We 
the motion of his sieaeaal interior spirit.* tested it was not he but Jesus, who had act- should not have alluded to that uniform tex. - 
He declared that God had made him a present | ed as their leader.’* I pass over the unexam- ture of malicious falsehood, even now, had 
of Amsterdam and other cities, which he sent | pled follies, and the horrors of the Grand Re- we not been kindly ses oe ~ 
arties of his disciples to take possession of. | bellion, having detailed many of them else- structive and well — amphle n called 
These ran naked through the streets, howling |where.t It is enough to remak that, while Tue Protestant’s ABRIDGER AND ae 
out, ‘Wo to Babylon; wo to the wicked;’| many of ory were committed from yr a ee - Bw: Rey. Feix Vareta, No. 1, 
and, when they were apprehended, and on |tiousness of private interpretation of Scrip- NE K. ' ar 
the ‘point of ine wasted. for their sedi- ture, many a originated in the enthusi- The object of this +h aera he 
tions and murders, they sang and danced on/|astic opinion which I am now combatting, concentrate and expose the es Z ot 
the scaffold, exulting in the imaginary light |that of an immediate individual inspiration, loquy of the ry “rem an Bo 
of their spirit.t Herman, another Anabap-| equal, if not superior, to that of the Scriptures yonto. We a See Tin e Hee . 
tist, was moved by his spirit to declare him- | themselves. MILiner. the Protestants Abr gr othe v3 bh en " 
self the Messiah, and thus to evangelize the and liberal portion ofthe American family, an 
people, his hearers: ‘Kill the priests, kill| * Echard’s Hist. of Eng. &c. feel no hesitation in predicting that they will 
all the Magistrates in the world. Repent:| + Létterstoa Prebendary. Reign of Charles I. derive from it much information and benefit, 
a Meir | ., 450° the remarkable history of the military preachers ‘The pamphlet is for sale at Mr. Mooney’s 
your redemption is at hand.’{ One of their | at Kingston. Ibid. P m4 ~~" i of Koda 
chief and most accredited preachers, David Catholic Book Store, Corner 
George, persuaded a numerous sect of them, Franklin Streets. 
that ‘the doctrine both of the Old and the NOTICE. 
New Testament was imperfect, but 7 his| We er fom oo oo behaising aie. List of Agents for the 
d was the True|minous refutation of the lying scurrilities, 
= of God. 67 pe A ded these impie- palpable blunders, and malicious machina- JESUIT, on CATHOLIC SENTINEL. 

















ties and other crimes for their singularity, or|tions of an infamous, New York Weekly Huon Macuire.......... Quebec. 
their atrociousness, but because they were | Paper, nick-named “ The Protestant,” and Maurice Moriarry....Montreal. 
committed upon the principle and under a full | recommended by a locust-legion of heretical Rev. J. Mauony......... Salem. 


conviction of an individual and uncontrolable pseudo-clergymen. Patrick Powers........Lowell. 

inspiration, on the part of their dupes and| A friend had been kind enough to forward Patrick Mooneyv....... Boston. 

perpetrators, us the first three Numbers of that Billings- Rev. R. D. Wooptey.. Providence. 
or has our own country been more free | gate production. We looked upon it as im- Witiiam McE :provy.... Charlestown. 


from this enthusiastic principle than Germa-|™easurably beneath our notice, and deter- Joun McGuieav......... Philadelphia. 

ny and Holland. Nicholas, a disciple of| mined not to lose time, or waste paper in dis- Fizipine Lucas......... Baltimore. 

the above-mentioned David George, visited |Secting it. We have treated it with all the Joun D. Murrnv........ Washington, D. C. 
England with a supposed commission from | dignified chastisement of silence, for we were, Wm. S. BLaAin.........+. Charleston, S.C. 
God, to teach men that the essence of Re-|@8 we are, convinced that the intelligence, Frep, C. Haste........... Perryville, Missour. 


ligion consists in the feelings of divine love,|™orality and piety of the decided majority of Rev. R. P. Mites....... Zanesville, Ohio. 
and that all other things relating either to faith,|0ur American citizens have already darted Rey. Pu. Boreno....® t.New Orleans. 

or worship, are of no moment.|| He extend- 
ed this maxim even to the fundamental pre- 
cepts of morality, professing to continue in 
sin that grace might abound. His followers, 
under the name of the Familists, or The 
Family of Love, were very numerous at the 
end of the sixteenth century, about which 
time, Hacket, a Calvinist, giving way to the 
same spirit of delusion, became deeply per- 
suaded that the spirit of the Messiah had de- 
scended upon him; and, having made several 
proselytes, he sent two of them, Arthington 
and Coppinger, to proclaim, through the 
streets of London, that Christ was come thither 
with his fan in his hand. This spirit, instead 
of being repressed, became still more ungov- 
ernable at the sight of the scaffold and the 
gibbet, prepared in Cheapside for his execu- 
tion. Accordingly he continued, till the last 
exclaiming: ‘ Jehovah, Jehovah; don’t you see 








YOUNG CATHOLIC’S GUIDE. 


A Roman Carnoric Newspaper, with this the Church which he sanctified unto himself 
the heavens open, and Jesus coming to deliv- 


er me?’ &c.1 Who has not heard of Venner, 
and his Fifth Monarchy-men? who, guided 
by the same private spirit of inspiration, rush- 
ed from their meeting-house in Coleman street, 
proclaiming that they would ‘ acknowledge 
no Sovereign but King Jesus, and that they 
would not sheathe their swords, till they had 
made Babylon (that is monarchy) a hissing 
and a curse, not only in England, but also 
throughout foreign conntries; having an as- 
surance that one of them would put a thou- 
sand enemies to flight and two of them ten 
thousand.’ Venner being taken and Jed to 





* Hist. Abreg. de la Reform. par Gerard Brandt, tom. 
i p. 46. Mosheim, Eccles. Hist. by Maclaine, vol. iv. 
p. 452. + Brandt, p. 49, &c. + Idem. p. 51. 
§ Mosheim, vol. iv. p. 484. . i Ibid. Brandt. 
* Fuller's Church Hist. b. ix. p. 118. Stow’s An- 
nals A. D. 1591. 


Title, will make its appearance under the au- in the confirmed power of the Holy Ghost. 
spices of “THe Jesuit,” inthe City of Boston The Editor of this new and much-wanted 
in the course of this month. Its object will Paper will endeavor to render it as piously 
be to explain the Principles of the Roman interesting as instructive, and will publish tt, 
Catholic Religion in a plain and easy style, weekly, on good paper with new type. 
adapted to the comprehension of the youth _ It will consist of four pages of the largest 
of the rising generation. Octavo size. 

They will be thereby enabled to account #Tsrms—Only $1, 50 cents, per annum: 
for their Faith, and be ready to satisfy every to be pard in advance. 
one that asketh them a reason of the hope, which §cThe Rev. Clergy and the Gentlemen 
is in them, and thus verify the words of the who are Agents for the Jesuit, or CaTHotic 
Royal Prophet—“ Out of the mouth of in- Sentinex, will render a service to the youth 
fants and of sucklings thou has perfected of this country, by exerting themselves m™ 
praise, because of thy enemies, that thou procuring subscribers for the ExposTULATO®, 
mayest destroy the enemy and the avenger.”” or Younc Catuoric’s Guipe. 
It will guard the Catholic youth against the © This, we venture to say, will be found ® 
misrepresentations of ‘the Wicked One,” most interesting little Paper—It will be por 
and his Co-operators, who, “teaching the itively issued the last week of March at 





doctrines of men,” “have an evil heart of Office of the “ Jesuit,” and will soon prove 
unbelief to depart from the living God” and itself a real chip of the old block. 


